We, the undersigned,

as citizens and residents of the National Capital Region, call on our nation-

al political leaders to stand up for peace and to refuse any alliance with
those who would make war on the people of Irag. We ask all like-minded
people to join us in this call. We cannot be complicit in adding hundreds
of thousands more Iraqi civilian casualties to the dreadful catalogue of
suffering and death already imposed by more than a decade of sanctions.

And we cannot afford to keep silent.

In the name of humanity, we reject the U.S. call for war. We reject the
weapons of war wherever they are, their manufacture, their sale, their
stockpiling and their use. Only unhindered international inspections
under the auspices of the United Nations can lead to the elimination of
the weapons of mass destruction that currently exist in countries around
the world. Only an enforceable international treaty to cease the manufac-

ture and sale of these weapons can eliminate the threat of war for good.

We say no to the continuing massive diversion of resources to war and to
the machinery of war. Drought and epidemics are destroying the conti-
nent of Africa,and millions who face death there and elsewhere could be
saved by a fraction of these resources. We say no to creating more resent-
ment and hatred among the peoples of the Middle East. We say no to the
destruction of the environment that wars inevitably cause. We say no to
Canadian involvement in superpower politics that are all about oil and

expansion, not human rights and democracy.

But we say yes to peace. Therefore, we urge the Government of Canada,
and, in particular Prime Minister Jean Chretien to actively object to any
aggression against the people of Irag. Will you join us? Contact your
Member of Parliament, and Prime Minister Jean Chrétien. Tell them to
oppose a war against Irag, and any involvement in it. Join the millions of
people around the world who are making their voices heard.

Together, we stand against war. Together we can build a better world.
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