
Statement Against Secret Trial Security Certificates 
We, the undersigned, have grave concerns regarding the continued use of sections 9, 76-87 of the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act, which allow for the imprisonment in Canada of refugees and 
permanent residents under the authority of a “Security Certificate”:   
We are particularly concerned that those detained under security certificates are:  

• Being imprisoned indefinitely on secret evidence, though no charges have been laid 
against them; 

• Tried in unfair trials where the evidence is not disclosed to the detainee or their lawyer; 
• Denied the right to appeal when the certificate is upheld in a process that uses the lowest 

standard of proof of any court in Canada; 
• Subject to deportation even when they face unfair imprisonment, torture or death. 

We believe that the Security Certificate process is undemocratic and that it violates fundamental 
human rights, which the government of Canada has committed itself to through the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN Convention on 
Refugees, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the UN Convention 
on Torture. 
Accordingly, we demand that the Security Certificate process be abolished.  
For those currently imprisoned under security certificates, we demand:  

• That they be released immediately; or, if any case against them actually exists, that they be 
allowed to defend themselves in open, fair and independent trials with full disclosure of the 
case against them.  

• That they not be deported. 
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Presented by The Campaign to Stop Secret Trials in Canada (Toronto), The Coalition for Justice for 

Adil Charkaoui (Montreal) and the Justice for Mohamed Harkat Committee (Ottawa).   


